Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is to conserve the widely used name Gymnetis marmorea (Olivier, 1789), a flower chafer (Scarabaeidae: Cetoniinae) from Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies, which is threatened by the unused senior subjective synonym Scarabaeus pulcher Swederus, 1787. The head of the holotype of Scarabaeus pulcher Swederus, 1787 is excluded from the holotype under Article 73.1.5 of the Code since it is a piece belonging to a Cotinis Burmeister glued to the body of a Gymnetis MacLeay.
1. Cetonia marmorea was described by Olivier (1789: 17) from Tobago. In 1844 the species was transferred to the genus Gymnetis MacLeay by Schaum (1844) . The epithet marmorea has been used in about a dozen publications (e.g., Schaum, 1844 Schaum, , 1845 Schaum, , 1848 Schaum, , 1849 Gemminger & Harold, 1869; Schoch, 1895 Schoch, , 1896 Schenkling, 1921; Schürhoff, 1937; Blackwelder, 1944; Krajcík, 1998 Krajcík, , 2012 , and the taxon is represented with that name in nearly every museum research collection that houses specimens of it (e.g., London, Paris, Berlin, Brussels, Leiden, Washington DC, New York, Ottawa).
2. Scarabaeus pulcher was described by Swederus (1787: 189) based upon a single specimen from Trinidad and Tobago he had seen in the Dru Drury collection. The majority of the Drury collection was sold at auction upon his death in 1803 (Watkins, 1888; Horn & Kahle, 1935 -1937 , and the type specimen of S. pulcher (Figs. 1, 2) currently resides in the Macleay Collection (MAMU) in Sydney, Australia. Burmeister (1842: 800) and Schürhoff (1937: 59) both observed that this composite specimen had the head of a Cotinis Burmeister species (frontal horn) and the body of Gymnetis. Cotinis species do not occur in the West Indies, and Gymnetis species do not possess armature on the head. The overly brief and general description provided by Swederus matches the composite holotype ("thorace elytrisque pulchre variegatis, laevibus, capite nigro spina incumbent" = thorax and elytra with a beautiful, gently variegated color, head with an upper thorn) which allows us to confirm that the head was glued on before the description. Being a composite holotype, I hereby act under Article 73.1.5 of the Code and exclude the head from the holotype. A label has been added to the holotype with "head excluded under Article 73.1.5 of ICZN, B. C. Ratcliffe, 2017". I did not opt for the exclusion of the rest of the body because it would have made the taxon pulcher unidentifiable at the species level (head capsule of Cotinis is in the majority of cases not diagnostic nor do Cotinis species occur in the West Indies). The epithet Gymnetis pulchra has never been used for a known species, and the name is listed only in catalogs (e.g., Schenkling, 1921; Schürhoff, 1937; Blackwelder, 1944; Krajcík, 1998 as Gymnetosoma marmorea) and has not been assigned to specimens in collections (e.g., London, Paris, Berlin, Brussels, Leiden, Washington DC, New York, Ottawa).
3. Based on an ongoing revision of the genus Gymnetis (Ratcliffe, in prep.), Scarabaeus pulcher, as resulting from the type restriction above, is a Gymnetis species and a senior synonym of Gymnetis marmorea (distinct color and pattern). In order to maintain prevailing usage and therefore promote nomenclatural stability, it is not possible to use Article 23.9.1 since the conditions required by Article 23.9.1.1 and 23.9.1.2 are not met. Therefore a decision by the Commission is needed in order to declare Cetonia marmorea Olivier, 1789 a nomen protectum.
4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked:
(1) to use its plenary powers to give the name marmorea Olivier, 1789, as published in the binomen Cetonia marmorea, precedence over the name pulcher Swederus, 1787, as published in the binomen Scarabaeus pulcher, whenever the two are considered synonyms; (2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: (a) marmorea Olivier, 1789, as published in the binomen Cetonia marmorea, with the endorsement that it is to be given precedence over the name pulcher Swederus, 1787, as published in the binomen Scarabaeus pulcher, whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms as ruled in (1) above; (b) pulcher Swederus, 1787, as published in the binomen Scarabaeus pulcher, with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over the name marmorea Olivier, 1789, as published in the binomen Cetonia marmorea, whenever the two names are considered to be synonyms as ruled in (1) above.
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